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The Soong Family Special Edition 

A pastor (he does not live in Greensboro) 

called up the city editor late Sunday night and 

said: "I am calling to ask a favor of you. In 

the notes of m y sermon which I sent your of

fice, will you kindly take Daniel out of the 

fiery furnace and put him in the lion's den." 

"Despondency and despair are not mine to

day. I look to Him who is able to do all things, 

even more than we ask or think. At this time 

of writing, I am with my husband in the heart 

of the bandit area. Constantly exposed to dan

gers, I am unafraid. I know that nothing can 

happen to either to the General or to me until 

our work is done."—Madame Chiang. 

The tragic deaths of Lieut-Gen. Frank M. 

Andrews and Bishop Adna W . Leonard in an 

airplane acicdent in Iceland May 4 are serious 

casualties incident to this war. General An

drews was the highest ranking United States 

officer lost. Bishop Leonard was one of the 

leading bishops of the Methodist Church. At 

present he heads up the work of selecting the 

chaplains for the Methodist Church. Particu

lars are not available at this time. 

When Madame Chiang Kai-shek spoke in 

Madison Square Garden to 17,000 people, she 

was introduced by Wendell Willkie as "the 

most fascinating leader of the world" and as 

"an avenging angel, a soldier unafraid in the 

fight for justice." She said that "the Allied 

Nations must move in swift and mighty 

strength toward universal justice and freedom 

and that all nations great and small must have • 

equal opportunity of development. Those that 

are strongest should help the weak. Exploita

tion should be prevented and hate should not 

exist toward anyone." She quoted a Chinese 

proverb, "Watch the cart ahead," as a good 

rule in avoiding the pitfalls into which nations 

have fallen in the past. 

Without the slightest reservation we insist 

that the Soong issue of this Advocate is the 

most notable missionary story that has ever 

gone out of this office. Were a copy of this to 

be placed in every Methodist home in the state 

a new day would dawn in many of our Meth

odist churches. It tells of the uplift of China 

and world-wide Christian conquest to follow. 

Mme. Chiang Kai-shek, called "the leading 

lady of Asia," "the lady with the lamp," "the 

most fascinating lady in the world," "the 

world's first citizen," "spokesman for the 

United Nations" and, other titles, is deserving 

of first page recognition in the religious press 

as well as the secular. Madame Chiang came 

to America a few short weeks ago in weakness 

but she will leave in strength, not the physical 

strength she is slowly regaining following an 

operation, but a mighty spiritual strength from 

bearing a true testimony to her faith and from 

the prayerful support of those who believe in 

her God and the principles of righteousness 

and justice she is reiterating. 

The Wilmington Star, dated Sunday, No

vember 7, 1880, under the caption "Fifth 

Street M. E. Church," had this note: "This 

morning the ordinance of Christian Baptism 

will be administered at this church. A Chinese 

convert will be one of the subjects of the sol

emn rite, being probably the first 'Celestial' 

that has ever submitted to ordinance of Chris

tian Baptism in North Carolina. The pastor, 

Rev. T. Page Ricaud, will officiate." The same 

•paper on Tuesday, November 9, said,: "The ser

vice at the Fifth Street M. E. Church on Sun

day morning last, in connection with the Bap

tism of the Chinese youth alluded to in our last, 

is said to have been exceedingly impressive. 

The young man, whose Chinese appellation was 

Soong, assumed the Christian name of bap

tism as Charlie Jones." 
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Address Given at Dedication of the Charlie Jones 
Soong Memorial Building of Fifth Avenue Meth
odist Church, Wilmington, November I, 1942 

By BEV. TIMOTHY TINGFANG LEW, PhD, D.D., S.T.D. 
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But I a m certain that I a m voicing the sentiment of mil

lions of people w h e n I say that the average Chinese citizen 

not only respects the Soong family for its brilliant emi

nence, but also has learned to honor it, irrespective of the 
different backgrounds which dillercnt persons m a y sever

ally have. But more than that, they also appreciate and 

hold in high esteem this family for specific contributions 

which it has m a d e to China. There is no dissenting voice 

today in China as to the unique position of everlasting sig
nificance Dr. Sun Yat Sen has m a d e in the history of China, 

as the '"father of the Republic," as a founder of the Nation
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the depth of appreciation by the Chinese people as time 

degree of intimacy can fail to appreciate the contribution 

which M a d a m e Sun Soong Ching-ling m a d e to Dr. Sun, 

particularly in his last years of devoted service to the great 

mature wisdom, when his political insight and prophetic 
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hardship. Finally came Methodist unification, when ii 

1939 these groups became one. Rev. D. R. Williams wai 

the last pastor of the Methodisl Protestant Church, aiu 

Rev. W . L. Loy was the last pastor of the M. E. Church 
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Soon, though generally known as Charlie Soon ir. 
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tion, and plans were made for the dedication of the 

Trinity church 1ms a comfortable parsonage, a beau

tiful church building which will be adequate for many 

years to come, and a membership of about 300, charac

terized by a fine spirit, of fellowship and co-operation. 

The dedication of this church will be a realization of a 

dream and an inspiration for a period of greater growth 

and usefulness. B. D. Critcher. 

ROUND OF DISTRICT CONFERENCES BEGINS 

Last week the round of seventeen district conferences 

in the state began with the Durham at Yaneeyville and 

the Rocky Mount at Littleton. The two district superin

tendents, Rev. P. S. Love and Rev. T. M c M . Grant, met 

every demand upon them. All went merry as a marriage 

bell. Programs were so arranged as to avoid loss of time 

or to crowd out important matters. The present methods 

of considering ihemes .such as education and missions, 

laymen's work and our institutions, add much to the 

pire. Dr. Fletcher S, Brockman. who spent 

years in China, spoke in highest terms 

Sootig with whom he was most intimately 

the day of his death. 

1926, during the pastorate of Rev. 

! the ' 

TO DEDICATE TRINITY CHURCH, ENFIELD 

On Sunday, May 16, Bishop Clare Purcell, assisted 
by Rev. T. M. Grant, district superintendent, Rev. R. C. 
Stubbing, Rev. C. P. Womacfe and Rev. B. D. Critcher, 

pastor, will dedicate Trinity Methodist church in Enfield, 

bringing realization to the hopes and dreams which have 

inspired this congre 

building was laid in 

C. T. Rogers. 

For many years in Enfield two Methodist churches. 

the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the Meth

odist Protestant Church, had carried on, each congrega

tion having its periods of success and of struggle and 

The beautiful new church at: Yanceyville brought to 

finish by Rev. J. V. Early contributed much to the 

ccasion. Of course the big Durham conference crowds 

ny ordinary church, hut the compensation on this oeea-

ion was to furnish an excuse for those who would gossip 

utside not to leave the impression on anyone that they 

t-ere not interested in the speeches and business of the 

lay. Of special interest at Littleton was the considera-

: the : He. 
• Madai 

od and the points 

file:///DVOCATE

